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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE HISTORY OF DENTISTRY 
B/ A truly international program has been arranged for the joint 
meeting of the American Academy of the History of Dentistry and 
the Subcommittee on the History of Dentistry of the F.D.I. Professor 
L. J. Cecconi of Paris will discuss "The Medical Schools of San Céme 
and Montpellier and Their Influence on Dentistry." The subject of 
the address by Dr. F. E. R. De Maar of The Hague will be “Dental 
Prosthetics in Amsterdam 100 Years Ago"(illustrated). Dr. Curt 
Proskauer of New York will give an account of "The American Dentist, 
Mahlin Loomis, the Pioneer in Porcelain Teeth and the Inventor of 
Wireless Telegraphy Over a Quarter of a Century Before Marconi." 
Dr. Samuel Fastlicht of Mexico City will present "Customs of the 
Ancient Mayas With Regard to the Mutilation of Teeth and Inlaying 
Them with Precious Stones." "The Craftsman and the Dentist—From 
Cutler to Dental Manufacturer" will be the title of a paper by 
Dr. George B. Denton of Chicago. Dr. Ivolino de Vasconcellos of 


Rio de Janeiro will give an address the subject of which has not 
yet been determined, 


A GHOST-WRITER FOR JOHN HUNTER? 
R/ In 1955, Lloyd G. Stevenson’ contributed an article entitled "The 


Elder Spence, William Combe, and John Hunter" to the Journal of 
the History of Medicine (10:182-196). Resting on a conversational 
remark of Witiiam Combe to Sir George W. Lefevre, quoted in The Life 
of a Traveling Physician (London, 1843), Dr. Stevenson suggests that 
Combe‘was Hunter's ghost-writer for the Natural History of the Human 
Teeth, 1771. In the April, 1959 number of The NrorN of the Histo 
of Medicine and Allied Sciences (14:169-178), Harlan W. Hamilton in an 
essay entitled William Combe and John Hunter's Essay on the Teeth, 
contends that if Combe contributed anything to Hunter's writing on the 
teeth, it was probably to the second part of Hunter's work, entitled 


"Practical Treatise on the Diseases of the Teeth" (1778), rather than 
to his more famous work, 


HOW MANY MORRISONS? 


R/ Curt Proskauer calls attention to the propensity of the human mind 
to assume that historical events associated with a single family 
name are really related to the same person. Specifically, he points 
out that whereas the dental engine patented in 1871 was invented by 
James B, Morrison of St. Louis, the dentist's chair designed in 1872 
was by Alexander W. Morrison, also of St. Louis. The editor adds the 
fact that the gold-crown, described in 1869 in the Missouri Dental 
Journal (1:184-185, 1869} was by W. N. Morrison, also of St. Louis. 
It is not remarkable that the names involved got scrambled. 


hm This number was issued in June 1959. 
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AN UNPUBLISHED LETTER OF GEORGE WASHINGTON'S FROM ROBERT MEIBAUER 
R/ The editor has received the photograph of a letter from George 
Washington to the dentist John Baker, dated April 11, 1783. As 
recorded by B. W. Weinberger in the second volume of his Introduction 
to the History of Dentist Washington employed John Baker's services 
on several occasions and ha written him at least one earlier letter, 
March 29, 1781; asking for tools so that the general, under the exi- 
“sere of war, could do his own dental work, That letter, now in the 


illiam L. Clements Library at Ann Arbor, was intercepted by the 
British and did not reach Baker. 


The present letter, written to Baker at Philadelphia about two years 
later, asks for impression materials. It also was intercepted by the 
British. Here is the text: 


Newburg April 11. 1783 
Sir, 


I shall be obliged to you for some of the Plaister of Paris or 
that white putas with which you take (in wax) the model of the mouth 
for your false teeth—and directions how to mix and make use of it— 


When you have done this, I can then give you such a model as will 
enable you to furnish me with what I want, 


Mr. Pierce, Pay master Genl. who is the bearer of this, and will 
return immediately back to Camp, will take particular care of what 
you give him. 

I am Sir 
Your Most_obed. Ser. 


G.° Washington 
Meibauer writes: 


"When after cessation of hostilities the loot was divided between the 
British land and naval forces, this letter came into the possession 
of Admiral Earl Howe. A direct descendant of the admiral, the 
Marquess of Sligo, gold all of the Howe papers relating to the war ‘at 


an auction last year. After passing through various dealers hands, 
I finally obtained it." 


CENTENNIAL HISTORICAL ISSUE OF J.A.D.A. 
B/ The entire June number of the Journal of the American Dental 
Association is devoted to a series of articles on different 
periods of the development of the American Dental Association. The 
contributors to’this striking and valuable issue are Percy T. Phillips, 
J. Ben Robinson, Harold L. Faggart; Lon W. Morrey, Thomas J. Hill . 
G. C. Paffenbarger, William Souder, F. A. Arnold, -Floyd D. Ostrander, 
B. Duane Moen Harian H. Horner, Gerald D.Timmons,’Philip E. Blackerby, 
Gordon L. Teall, Louis M. Cruttenden, N. C. Hudson,Willard C, Fleming. 
The articles are well illustrated and documented. 


y*, Dr. John Gurley, member of the A.A.H.D., was recently chosen in 
California as "the dentist of the century." 
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